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in some other instances of constitutional defectives, certain biological
limitations to socialization which cannot be ignored. (See R. L. Thorn-
dike, 1940, for a review of the discussion over the constancy of the in-
telligence quotient; also McNemar, 1940; and Wellman, Skeels, and
Skodak, 1940.)
All the physically handicapped individuals of the sort we have dis-
cussed in this chapter represent rather strikingly the interplay of organic
and social-cultural factors in the development of personal attitudes, ideas,
and habits. The self of these persons is markedly conditioned by the
handicap, but chiefly as it is directly or indirectly defined for the child or
adult by those around him. While feelings of inferiority and compensa-
tion are most apparent in the physically handicapped, the manner in
which these characteristics arise is no different in social-psychological
principles than in other instances. One of the most important facts for
the layman and the normal person to realize is that it is largely his atti-
tude that determines the behavior difficulties of the handicapped. As peo-
ple everywhere change their views and beliefs about cripples, the deaf,
the blind, the feeble-minded, the stutterers, and others with organic de-
ficiencies, the personality organization of the handicapped will also
change. There is no special psychology for the handicapped. For the
most part, they only represent, perhaps, an accentuation of certain re-
sponses to the material and social-cultural world around them.